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DATA, PEOPLE, THINGS

Do you prefer to work with data, people, or things? To some extent, every job requires you to use data
(numbers, words, ideas or information), to be involved with people, or to handle things (tools, machines,
vehicles, nature). However, most occupations emphasi ze one of these areas more than the other, so it is
helpful for you to know which area you prefer working with the most. Dir ections: Read the statements under
each of the three areas (DATA, PEOPLE, THINGS) and put a check next to the statement if you would like
doing the activity described.

Data I nterests

Work with calculators and computers to solve math problems.

Read small graphs or tables to answer questions or study a blueprint.

Sort things and put them in their proper place, like working in alibrary.

Perform math problems accurately, like figuring the price of an item.

Measure things by reading scales or rulers, like weighing meat or measuring cloth.

Getting or giving information, such as a newspaper reporter or a computer programmer.

Coordinate and manage the work of others, like telling pilots when to land an airplane,

telling how to make something, or scheduling a project.

Design and draw plans for things like buildings, machines, or electrical systems.

Look for evidence to solve problems, like diagnosing a disease or solving a crime.

0. Investigate and explore the nature of the world through such areas as chemistry, forestry,
ecology, or biology.

11. Remember numbers or memorize information.

12. Develop a budget for an office, company, or project.

13. Take inventory of suppliesin a pantry or pharmacy.

14. Inspect a store or supermarket.

15. Compare pricesin a store or catalog and make purchases.

16. Research atopic in the library, organize and write a report.

17. Work with statistics to do a study.

18. Keep financial records and files.
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Data Column Total

People Interests

19. Take instructions or serve people, like awaiter/waitress or an airline attendant.

20. Make people comfortable and safe, like helping children cross the street or caring for
the elderly.

21. Amuse people by performing in askit or play.

22. Confront people who break rules, like arresting someone who has broken the law, or
correcting students at school.

23. Instruct people, like teaching children at school or training new workers.

24. Sell things to people such as car insurance or a new project.

25. Help other people make decisions and solve problems like helping them diet, get money
when they lose their job, decide on atrip to take, or handle a difficult co-worker.

26. Treat or care for sick people in a hospital.

27. Help handicapped persons do such things as learn to walk, read or talk.

28. Counsel and listen to people with emotional difficulties.

29. Guide and advise people, like alawyer or aminister.

30. Work with a committee to decide on anew city program or solve alabor dispute.




31. Coach an athletic team or tutor students.

32. Supervise agroup of peoplein an office.

33. Influence someone to buy a new appliance or real estate.

34. Entertain a group of government officials.

35. Give directions to people, like atour guide or an information booth attendant.
36. Convince people to accept your opinions, like a politician.

People Total Column

Things Interests

37. Mix things together to make something, like bread or cement.

38. Put parts together to build or make things, like furniture, gardens, or brick houses.

39. Use machines and tools to repair things, like painting walls or putting glassin
windows.

40. Drive and operate heavy equipment like, abulldozer, tractor or truck.

4]1. Work with hand tools like a saw, hammer or screwdriver to make or repair things.

42. Keep thingsin good working order by checking or repairing things like cars,
airplanes, or televisions.

43. Follow plans to make things like houses, books, or jewelry.

44, Treat or care for animals.

45, Do skilled art work like draw cartoons, design clothes, or paint pictures.

46. Develop and use specia skills like sewing clothes, cutting hair or cooking meals.

47. Fix computer equipment or medical testing machines.

48. Operate a camera or play an instrument.

49, Invent a new machine or design a new house.

50. Monitor equipment like tape recordersin alanguage |aboratory.

51. Use scientific equipment to run laboratory tests.

52. Drive or operate a vehicle like a steamship, car, bus, boat, or airplane.

53. Unload supplies for a stock room.

54, Feed and empty automatic machines.

Things Total Column

Directions. Go back and count the number of check marks you put in each area. Transfer your totals
below.

DATA PEOPLE THINGS

The highest total indicates your interest in activities and jobs related to Data, People, or Things. Usethe
Michigan Occupational Information System in the Delta Career Center to see examples of occupationsin
your strongest area of interest.

Career Center, D132

Bay City/Saginaw (989) 686-9072 datapeoplethings.doc
Midland/Auburn (989) 495-4000 Ext,.9072

Frankenmuth, Birch Run, Reese & Vassar (989) 758-3400, Ext. 9072

http://www.delta.edu/careercenter
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